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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to a communication filed on 02/1 1/2008. Claims 65-7 1 
are pending, and claims 1-64 are canceled. 

Based on pre-Brief appeal conference decision, and after a careful examination of the 
case, a previously used reference, Fujita et al. (USPN 61 18435) is used to make a new ground of 
rejection as follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubhc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 65-71 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Fujita et al 
(USPN 6118435). 

Regarding claim 65, Fujita teaches a display (6) and a touch panel (3) disposed above and 
close to the display screen. Fujita teaches that disposed under the touch panel (3) and the touch- 
panel support plate (4) is at least one driving portion (5) for mechanically driving the touch panel 
(3) and the like thereby to give a tactile feedback, such as vibration, to an operator of the touch 
panel (3). Fujita further teaches that the press detection switch 6 may employ a pressure sensitive 
switch composed of a piezoelectric element (col. 4, lines 1-50, Fig. 1 (3, 6) and Fig. 2 (SS)). 
Note that as shown in Fig. 1, Fujita configures a driving portion 5 to the touch panel 3. Fujita' s 
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driving portion 5 and touch panel as configured in Fig. 1 reads over a claim limitation, "a first 
piezoelectric actuator directly coupled to the touch screen". Note that the configuration of 
support plate (4) and switch (6) in the Figure is ok since claim limitations are interpreted in a 
broadest reasonable manner. 

Regarding claims 66 and 71, Fujita teaches the driving portion 5 may be provided at only 
one place or at more than one places on the peripheral portion of the touch panel 3 such that the 
driving portion 5 drives the touch panel (3) to give a tactile feedback as mentioned above (col. 
5, lines 57-59). Fujita also discloses a touch panel 3, which is supported by a touch-panel support 
plate 4, which is formed into a frame like structure (col. 4, lines 1-18) 

Regarding claims 67-69, Fujita teaches the display unit with touch panel comprising a 
display body having a display screen for displaying images such as characters, pattems, symbols 
and the like; (col. 2, lines 37-52). Fujita also teaches an operated-position detecting circuit (10), 
along with inputting of the driving signal DS which actuates the driving portion (5) to drive the 
touch panel (3) into displacement whereby the operator is provided with the tactile feedback. See 
col. 9, lines 25-40. 

Regarding claim 70, Fujita teaches the use of an image data ou^ut device such a 
computer (col. 1, lines 23-24), press detection switch 6, which may be provided at one place and 

more than one places of the peripheral portion of the touch panel 3 (col. 4, lines 29-30), and the 
driving portion 5, which may be provided at only one place or at more than one places on the 
peripheral portion of the touch panel 3 (col. 5, lines 57-59). 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Abbas I. Abdulselam whose telephone number is (571) 272-7685. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe can be reached on (571) 272-7691 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Abbas I Abdulselam/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2629 

May 10, 2008 


